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German Kirchentag, August 12 - 16, in Munich 

(Munich) - An estimated 60,000 persons, including 1,000 delegates from East 
Germany, will gather in Munich, August 12 - 16,for the 1959 German Evangelical 
Kirchentag. 


The four-day rally will be the ninth in the now famous post-war movement of 
lay people of the Lutheran, Reformed, United and other Protestant churches of 
Germany . It will be the first held in a predominantly Roman Catholic city. 

The lest Kirchentag was held in Frankfurt, in 1956. 


The number of those attending the full four days of the meeting is expected 
to be swelled to 100,000 persons at the opening service to be held at the city's 
Konigsplatz and a half a million persons are anticipated at the closing service 
on the Theresienwiese. 


Theme of the Kirchentag will be "Ye Shall Be My People". The majority of 
German delegates attending have been studying the theme and its ten sub-themes 
for the past several months, using a specially prepared 96-page booklet of which 
more than 700,C00 copies have been sold. 


Sub-topics of the theme, which will be discussed in study groups during 
the Kirchentag, include: Modern Man and the Church, The Ecumenical Movement, The 
Christian Family, God and Modern Industry, Mass Media, What is the Mission of 
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the Church Today? The State, the Congregation, and What Is Man? 


Speakers at the opening mass rally will be Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, 
founder and president of the Kirchentag, and Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of the 
Evangelical Church of Bavaria. 


Sye akers from abroad will include Archbishop Jaan Kiivit, head of the 
Estonian Lutheran Church in the USSR, and Dr. George McLeod, Moderator of the 
Church of Scotland, and Mr. Kyaw Than of Burma, administrative secretary of the 
Kast Asia Christian Conference. 


An extensive cultural programme has also been arranged including several 
art exhibitions, concerts, plays, poetry readings and academic lectures. 


A special youth programme will include an open-air "Youth Hour" rally and 
an ecumenical youth service of worship at which the speakers will be Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, and the 
Rev. Philip Potter, executive secretary of the WCC's Youth Department. 


Several hundred ecuiienical visitors from abroad are also expected to attend. 
To help them follow the programme, simultaneous translations will be available 
of some of the main subjects and there will be an Ecumenical Centre where they 
can meet German delegates for discussion. Bible study classes will also be con- 
ducted for visitors by Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanover. 


The 1,000 authorized delegates attending from East Germany are a considerably 
smaller number than anticipated. Kirchentag officials had hoped that as many as 
15,000 ~- the number from East Germany which attended the last Kirchentag, would 
be permitted to come. 


Kirchentag officials said the four-day meeting is intended not just to be 
amass rally, but "a great spiritual experience", in which "we will see a little 
of the great army of God coming together for worship and friendly conference and 
the frank and critical study of themes which really concern lay people". 


Previous Kirchentags have been held in Essen in 19503 Berlin, 19515 Stuttgart, 
1952; Hamburg, 19533 Leipzig, 1954, and in Frankfurt in 1956. Regional Kirchnn- 
tags were held in Hast and West Germany in 1957. EPS, Geneva 


ECLOF Reports Loans to 7&8 Churches 


SS TS TY EAN EST ESTE SSMS ETT 


(Geneva) - ECLOF (the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund) reports that it granted 78 
loans to churches in ten countries during 1958. The figure brings to a total of 
nearly 500 the number of loans made by the agency, of which nearly half have been 
repaid and the funds allocated to new projects. 


Two of the loans made during the year went to churches in Burma through the 
national ECLOF committee there. Tt marked the first time the agency has made 
loans outside Europe. A similar extension of the programme is planned in other 
Asian countries and in Africa and South America. 


ECLOF was started in 1948 to provide long term loans at a nominal rate of 
snterest to churches and church institutions for building projects they otherwise 
would be unable to undertake. An independent agency, ECLOF's work is closely 
related to the programme of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees of the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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YMCA Challenged to Work on Frontiers 


(Geneva) - The YMCA has been called upon to "be flexible and make a vigorous and 
creative response" to the problems and opportunities in the political, economic, 
social and religious frontiers of the world. 


Dr. Paul Limbert, secretary general, told 89 delegates from 25 countries 
convened here for the fourth meeting of the Executive Committee of its World 
Alliance that the organization should play a pioneering role in these areas. 


"All of us - churches, YMCAs and other Christian bodies", he declared, "fall 
far short of bearing effective Christian witness to youth today. All of us need 
to get into the front of the struggle to make the Kingdom of God as revealed in 
Jesus Christ a reality in the lives of individuals in our troubled society. We 
must help people see what it means to live by faith on frontiers." 


President Charles D. Sherman, of Liberia, said that the opportunities for 
YMCA had never been greater and that the organization is increasingly gaining the 
confidence of governments and people. "The response to such confidence!! he said, 
"can only be harder work and careful planning". EPS, Geneva 


Romanian Orthodox Cite Obstacles to Cooperation with Roman Catholics 


(Grass Lake, Michigan) - The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America has 
adopted a statement expressing the desire "to cooperate with the Roman Catholic 
Church on an equal basis and eventually to participate" in the Ecumenical Coun- 
cil called by Pope John XXTII "if other Orthodox and Christian Churches are in- 
vited". 


However, the 1500 delegates to the church's annual national meeting said 
several "main obstacles" stand in the way of closer cooperation. They listed 
these as "the existence of Uniate (Catholic Eastern Rite) churches in predominant- 
ly Orthodox countries, the dogma of Papal Infallibility and the proselytizing 
policies of the Roman Catholic Church." 


In other action the delegates expressed "serious reserve" regarding the 
controversial findings of the Cleveland World Order Study Conference held last 
November, but voted to continue active participation in the National Council of 
Churches (US) and the World Council of Churches. An action by the conference 
urging diplomatic recognition of Red China has been sharply criticized. The 
meeting was sponsored by a Nation Council unit, but the NCC has denied that its 


action constitutes official council policy. EPS, Geneva 
Church of England Proposes Joint Baptism, Confirmation Rites 


(London) - The Liturgical Commission of the Church of England has recommended 
adult baptism as "a normal New Testament procedure" and proposed that infant 
baptism be administered only in "modified form". 


Further, it suggested, since baptism and confirmation are closely linked 
in the New Testament, the two sacraments should be administered at the same 
Service. It also recommended that this service should not open with an eX- 
hortation, but with an introduction similar to that of Holy Communion followed 


by Scripture readings and a sermon. 
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The commission said that "all of this would be in line with both the Pri- 
mitive and Reformed tradition". 


The 24-member commission was set up in 1954 "to consider questions of a 
liturgical character" and to report to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. 
Its chairman is the Rt. Rev. D.C. Dunlop, Dean of Lincoln. EPS, Geneva 


Presbyterian World Alliance Will Meet in Brazil July 27 - August 6 


(Sao Paulo) - Some 400 delegates and official visitors from all over the world 
will convene here, July 27 - August 6, for the 18th General Council of the 
World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches. 


Theme of the council, which will be the largest in the 84-year history of 
the Alliance, will be "The Servant Lord and His Servant People". The Alliance 
is the oldest and the second largest confessional group in Protestantism. It 
has 76 churches in 53 countries with a constituency of more than 45,000, 000 
members » 


Major goals of the council, officials said, will be development of "a new 
understanding of the central purpose of the Church in the modern world and a 
greater expression of Calvinism's responsibility to today's ecumenical movementil 


The general secretary of the Alliance, Dr. Marcel Pradervand, of Geneva, 
declared, "The most importmt challenge facing modern Christianity is that of 
expressing the nature of the Church as a servent. Still a pilgrim seeking to 
obey the will of Christ, the Church in the twentieth century must discover what 
constitutes the service demanded of it today if the Church is to be loyal to Jesus 
Christ, who set forth for all time the perfect example of unlimited service to 
God and to mankind". 


Dr. Pradervand said that the Alliance in its approach to the ecumenical 
movement seeks to discover "how we can contribute to its development and fulfil 
our responsibilty to its increased effectiveness". 


The keynote address will be presented by the Alliance president Dr. John A. 
Mackay, retiring president of Princeton Seminary, N.J. (US). Two major ad- 
aresses will be delivered on the main theme and four major addresses on the 
sub-themes which are concerned with service of theology, of the Church, of the 
Christian and of the state. Panel discussions are also scheduled on the sub- 
themes. Five study sections will prepare statements on the topics subject to 
be submitted for approval to the council's plenary sessions. 


Following adjournment delegates will go to Rio de Janeiro for celebrations 
marking the centennial anniversary of the establishment of Presbyterianism in 
Brazil (see EPS No. 27). EPS, Geneva 
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Jehovah Witnesses Arrested in Soviet Union 


(Paris) - Four leaders of Jehovah's Witnesses have been sentenced by a People's 
Tribunal in the Southern Ukraine to various terms of imprisonment on charges of 
committing "crimes against the State", according to a story appearing in "Le 
Monde" a daily newspaper published in Paris. 


The story, reported by Le Monde's correspondent in Moscow, said the charges 
were based on possession by the four leaders of "anti-Soviet" literature. This 
was described as tracts and other publications received from Jehovah's Witnesses! 
headquarters in the United States. 


The story commented that the reasons given for the arrest appear to be only 
a device in a new Soviet move to restrict the activities of the group. It saids 
"By refusing to bear arms or to participate in elections or political activities 
«+» they have refused even to keep up the appearances of being law-abiding 
citizens as do other religious sects. Thus they have deliberately laid them- 
Selves open to the severest measures." It predicted that "it will not be long 
before Jehovah's Witnesses are banned" from the Soviet Union. EPS, Geneva 


First Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Europe Is Planned 


(Geneva) - Plans for the first Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Europe to be held 
in July 1960, at Lausanne, Switzerland, have been announced in Geneva. The 
assembly will be held under the auspices of the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches in cooperation with national ecumenical yuth councils in 
Europe. An estimatei1,500 young people from 17 to 30 years of age are expected 
to attend. 


Goal of the assembly, a spokesman said, will be "to provide an ecumenical 
encounter ... and to stimulate thinking and action in the light of the Christian 
faith on the issues which youth are facting today in Europe' 


It will also "seek to foster interest on the local level" in preparations 
for the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches to be held in Asia in 
1961. Theme of the youth gathering will be "Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World", the same as that of the WCC Assembly. 


Plans for the assembly are being made by a Preparatory Committee of twenty 
persons representing national ecumenical youth groups in 12 countries. Its 
secretery is Canon Edward Patey, of Coventry, England, chairman of the European 
Working Group of national ecumenical youth secretaries. EPS, Geneva 


German Youth Will Attend Vienna Youth Festival 


(Stuttgart) - The Evangelical Student Movement (Studentengemeinde) of Germany 
has announced that it will send a group of observers to the Communist-inspired 
74h World Festival of Youth and Students for Peace and Freedom to be held in 
Vienna, July 26 ~ August 4. 


It said the group will consist of an equal number of students from West 
and East Germany. 


Organization officials said the decision to send the group was made "despite 
many misgivings about the possibility of misunderstandings", because they felt it 
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was their ‘duty to tell those taking part in the festival how students are living 
as Christians in both sections of Germany". 


It has been learned that the Evangelical Youth Council of Austria plans 


to hold worship services and open house for discussions for Christians attending 
the festival. EPS, Geneva 


Strong Atheist Note in "Youth Dedication" Instruction 


(Berlin) - Special classes in preparation for the "Youth Dedication of 1960" 
will be started for East German children in September, according to reports 
received here by West German church officials. 


Based on a new programme prepared by the Central Committee for Youth 
Dedication, the lessons are intended "to train young people in Socialism". 


The curriculum includes ten subject of which seven were described by the 
church officials as being "markedly atheistic in tendency". 


They said reports indicate that 'the classes will deal with the 
application of materialist ideology to every sphere of life", and that "pseudo- 
scientific investigations will be made into the creation of the world, the 
origin of life, natural law as applied to human society and the ethics of 
socialism". EPS, Geneva 


East German Churches Told No New Literature Restrictions Planned 


(Berlin) - East German government officials have reportedly told church leaders 
there that they do not intend to impose further restrictions on the publication 
of Protestant literature. 


A report of the Evangelical News Service of East Germany says that church 
leaders have been assured by officials of the Ministry of Education that it is 
"not in the interest of the state" to impose further restrictions. 


The report came after church and government leaders met recently "to clarify 
some differences of opinion on the subject through frank discussion". Some of 
the "outstanding questions" were settled in the discussions, the News Service 
said, and others still pending will be discussed at a second meeting in August. 


Tt had been rumoured carlier that further restrictions were contemplated. 
In June a conference of the bishops of the East German Evangelical Churches 
issued a communiqué expressing "dismay" that new restrictions were to be imposed. 
At present all church literature must be submitted for clearance by a government 
censor before publication. EPS, Geneva 
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in_ Brief 


Delegates to the 45th Convention of the International Society of Christian 
Endeavour have passed a resolution condemning any recognition of Red China. They 
said there should be "no reconciliation, no affinity between Christianity and 
Communism", and urged a "militant" anti-Communist stand. Some 3,500 delegates 
attended the six-day session held in Philadelphia, Pa. 


me as 


Church and youth groups have been asked by the German YMCA to conduct no 
cmips or other vacation programmes without inviting young refugees to participate 
free of charge. The "Y" also asked evangelical families to invite displaced 
youngsters into their homes on weekends. The appeals were made in connection 
with World Refugee Year. 


iS Thay 


The annual meeting of the Methodist Conference of Great Britain has adopted 
a resolution asking the government to delay granting independence to the Federa- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nyasaland until it "gains the confidence of the majority 
of inhabitants". It called on the federation for a statement indicating its 
intention to treat all residents without discrimination. 


us ths 


Establishment of a 24-member Commission on Christian Unity and Ecumenical 
Study and Service has been authorized by the second biennial General Synod of 
the United Church of Christ (US). The Synod also endorsed a report approving 
the right of the Church's Council for Christian Social Action to make pronounce— 
ments on any controversial issues provided the agency indicates that it speaks 
for itself and not the denomination as a whole. 


The Reformed Church of the Netherlands reports its Marriage Bureau is a 
going concern. It says 18 marriages took place and 15 couples became engaged 
last year as the result of introductions made through the Bureau. During the 
year the Bureau registered 61 men applicants and 267 women applicants. In 
addition it also operated a placement service for household help. 


Sere: 


The second Southeast Asia Theological Study Institute is being held (July 
15 - August 2) at Trinity Theological College, Singapore. Attending are 19 
principals, department directors and professors of theological schools which are 
members of the Southeast Asia Theological School's Association. Theme of the 
Institute is "The People of God and the World". EPS, Geneva 


